Nurse Practitioner Authority to Practice Bill 2010
          House Bill:  319                   Senate Bill: 484
Why to vote for this bill: 

POTENTIAL TO INCREASE ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY, COST EFFECTIVE HEALTH CARE FOR MARYLANDERS AT NO ADDITIONAL COST TO THE STATE
1. Eliminates the 19-24 page collaborative agreement  

a. Eliminates double cost at the Board of Nursing and Board of Medicine for review.

   SAVES MONEY FOR THE STATE

b. Decreases the administrative costs at the Board of Nursing for reviewing a 19-20 page document for each nurse practitioner whenever a job change, location change, physician added.

    SAVES MONEY FOR THE STATE

c. Decreases cost to Medicaid, and MCO’s. They will no longer have the double administrative burden of reviewing each Nurse Practitioner’s collaborative agreement and collaborating physician status.

    SAVES MONEY FOR THE STATE

2. Board of Nursing sole oversight body for nurse practitioners
a. Board of Nursing has been the sole body providing any disciplinary action for any nurse or nurse practitioner in Maryland – NO CHANGE
b. Board of Physicians has no authority over nurse practitioners now.

c. Board of Physicians has questioned whether they should be involved at all with nurse practitioner collaborative agreements – their mandate is physician oversight. NO CHANGE
d. THERE WILL BE NO CHANGE IN PROTECTING THE PUBLIC SAFETY
3. THERE IS NO CHANGE IN THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF NURSE PRACTITIONERS WITH THIS BILL.

a. Since 1981, there has been no change in the scope of practice of nurse practitioners, as listed on Comar 10.27.07.02
b. There is no change in prescriptive authority of nurse practitioners
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Summary

1.  Eliminates the 19-24 page Collaborative Agreement between a physician and a nurse practitioner.  Currently this agreement must be approved by the Joint committee of the Board of Nursing and the Board of Physicians before a nurse practitioner can work in Maryland.  Can take between 2 and 6 months to go through the administrative approvals.

2. The Board of Nursing is the sole oversight body of Nurse Practitioners.
3. The Scope of Practice is put into statute   

without  any changes from regulations. 

Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice has been in regulation, unchanged, since 1981. 

(Comar 10.27.07.02)
